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Welcome to the thirteenth edition of the River Waveney Catchment Partnership newsletter.  
 

 

 

 
 

At the time of writing the last Newsletter in November, I was focussing on the awfulness of the weather and how it 
was affecting our abstractions at Barsham. The issue then was with Nitrates which we cannot remove and can only 

reduce to satisfactory levels by blending with 
groundwater from our boreholes which have 
low levels of nitrate. It didn’t improve (nor did 
the weather) and we had a sustained period of  
exceedance of the 50 mg/l limit from late 
September through to mid-January. Not too 
dissimilar to 2019 but let’s hope these levels of 
autumn rainfall won’t become the norm! On 
the bright side, for a water company, the levels 
of Metaldehyde were very low and since it was 
banned from sale at the end of March 2021 
and will be banned from application in March 
2022 I guess we will see the last of it this 
coming autumn as any on-farm stocks are used 
up. The loss of actives is obviously a concern 

for farmers and today I was informed of an official announcement from ADAMA that their carbetamide product 
(Crawler) which is used on oilseed rape crops will not 
be available for use beyond 30th November 2022. 
While I have not heard about the only other 
registered carbetamide product (Kartouch 60 WG - 
Aako BV) I would presume CRD's decision applies to 
both products. We tend not to see too much 
Carbetamide in the Waveney but this might increase 
the use of alternative products such as Propyzamide 
which are a problem. 
While on the subject of weather, the recent dry spring 
was beginning to look a bit like last year but so far this 
May we have had some welcome relief and already 
had more than the average months rainfall (46mm at 
Alburgh by 13th May). 

 
 

 

 
We are now in year two of Field to Tap, which can provide financial support for farmers and land owners to implement 
solutions that will benefit farming, improve water quality and support wider environmental improvements such as 
biodiversity enhancement and habitat improvement. In summary, it focuses on four key areas: 

• In the yard - Measures including clean/dirty water separation (concreting, roofing, guttering and piping), bunded 
and/or covered sprayer filling areas, pesticide and fertiliser storage, management of sprayer washings using 
biobeds or biofilters, rainwater harvesting and improving storage and management of manure and slurry.  
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• In the field - In-field mitigation options can minimise the impacts on water from pesticides, nutrients and 
sediments and include silt traps, sediment ponds, bunds, buffer strips, tree planting, cover crops,  arable reversion, 
watercourse fencing and water troughs.  

• Soil management - Specialist visits to discuss your soil and make an assessment of soil health, further funding may 
be available to introduce or expand the use of cover crops or the uptake of precision farming techniques.  

• Farming precisely - As technology advances, the accuracy of GPS has increased and its cost has reduced making 
‘precision farming’ both practically achievable and financially viable. Funding is available to enable or improve the 
uptake of precision farming technologies and the variable application of pesticides and nutrients.  

Funds are limited but we welcome approaches from any farmers in the Waveney catchment from which we abstract 
who think that they may have opportunities to improve the quality of water leaving their farms.  

Contact your local Essex & Suffolk Water Catchment Advisor to book a farm visit.  
Ian Skinner – 07919 496949 or ian.skinner@nwl.co.uk 
 

 

        

 

My name is Alice Silk and in February I took over from Robert Camps as the CSFO for the Waveney catchment. It has 
been a strange time to join the organisation, having been so far unable to meet any of my colleagues, partners or 
landowners face-to-face. I am very much looking forward to that changing so I can get out onto farms to meet you all 
and get more familiar with the area. 
 
As you may be aware, the standalone Capital Grant Scheme window closed on the 30 th of April. We had a huge 
response both locally and nationally and those applications are currently with the RPA for assessment. Unfortunately, 
we don’t yet have a timeframe from them for when you will hear back about your applications, but I know they are 
very busy, so it may be slightly slower than last year. 
 
Applications for Countryside Stewardship Mid Tier agreements are still open; the deadline for applications is the 30th 
of July and I recommend you apply for this scheme this year if you are eligible, as it offers some really beneficial 
options. The government has agreed that when the scheme replacing CS, ELMS, is up and running, you will have the 
option of converting a CS agreement to an ELMS one (if this would be advantageous to you) so you will not miss out 
by applying now. Some items in the Mid Tier Scheme require my support. For this you need to complete a CSFO 
Support and Approval Form, available on our website below, and return this to me by Friday the 18th June (allowing 6 
weeks for us to discuss before the CS deadline). 
Due to continued internal COVID procedures, we are still under instruction to carry out advice and assessments 
remotely for the time being. It is therefore really helpful if you can include photos, plans and measurements with your 
form if you are able to – if you have any queries or need help with this, please feel free to call or email me.  
 
We have not yet heard officially when we are able to re-start farm visits or events, however I am hopeful that we’ll be 
able to put an event on in the autumn and early plans are underway. 
Finally, please do get in contact if you feel you would benefit from more specialist help. This may be about NVZs, 
manure analysis, crop nutrition, soil science etc. I am able to refer some farms for further advice on these areas, though 
it is a limited resource regionally so please get in contact as soon as possible if you are interested.  
www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution 

Contact alice.silk@naturalengland.org.uk or 07918993309                     

 During the current coronavirus situation, Natural England 
staff are working remotely to provide our services and 
support our customers and stakeholders. All offices and our 
Mail Hub are closed, so please send any documents by email 
or contact us by phone or email to let us know how we can 

help you. See the latest news on the coronavirus at http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and Natural England’s regularly 
updated operational update at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19.   
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An update from Keith Lead (Chair) 

I am pleased to say that we are growing as a Trust with some new appointments. Jane Newbold has joined us as a 
trustee replacing Ollie Scott who stepped down, having moved north. This means that we are still looking for new 
trustees and if you, or you know of anyone who might be interested, please contact me.  

Martha Meek (on the left) has become our Development Manager and continues to 
develop our Strategy and focus on projects. She was also instrumental in recruiting 
Emily Winter (on the right) as our Catchment Project Officer who has been facilitating 
some good work with farmers/landowners and looking at septic tank issues in the 
Waveney valley. Rupert Bragg, our very capable Treasurer and Company Secretary will 
be standing down in the Autumn after being involved with the Trust for the last 8 years. 

So we are starting to actively seek his replacement, which could involve two separate roles. The role descriptions are 
on our website. I would appreciate any help you can give. 

The Frenze Beck reserve, situated on the eastern side of Diss, suffered a considerable amount of flood damage this 
winter but is well worth a visit now, as the volunteers have been working hard to clear the debris and reinstate the 
footpaths. Further work at Geldeston Lock should go ahead this August, continuing to restore the lock chamber. It is 
also worth noting that the Locks Inn has been taken over and is owned by the local community so the area will be a 
great place to visit. 

We continue to monitor the health of the river with volunteers up and down the river using a system called ‘Riverfly’. 
We are looking for (and planning to train) further volunteers in September. For more details contact Katie at 
katieutting1@gmail.com or go to the link https://www.riverflies.org/ARMI  

We are also looking to increase our membership, having different levels to include businesses, whom we hope will 
support our work. More information will be included in our RWT Newsletter this month. This is planned to be a 
quarterly publication keeping you informed of our growing work in the Waveney catchment.  

To obtain the latest information please go to our website http://www.riverwaveneytrust.org/ or visit our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. The website now features a new ‘story map’ for the whole of the Waveney valley, which includes 
real-time Environment Agency data, as well as further data and information on habitats, wildlife and water quality.  

Waveney, Water & Woodlands farmer cluster 

The group was established in January 2020 through a DEFRA Facilitation Fund and the River Waveney Trust took on 
facilitation of the group in January 2021. The group currently has 13 members farming/managing over 4,000 ha and 
prioritises improving water quality in the Waveney catchment, as well as protecting and reconnecting woodlands.  
Members receive advice and support with agri-environment schemes, as well as regular information and training in 
topics of interest. 

In March, the group heard from Lizzie Emmett, Farm Advisor to the Wensum farmer cluster, about the benefits of 
farmer collaboration and the progress they have made over five years of working together in the Upper Wensum 
catchment. Following this, the Waveney group were inspired to use the Facilitation Fund to purchase a water quality 
testing kit for measuring nitrates and phosphates in field drains, ditches and watercourses. This will be used on 
member farms to learn more about water quality status and monitor the impacts of changes to management. 

A number of group training events are also scheduled, including an RSPB walk-and-talk on managing turtle dove 
habitat, a half-day workshop on improving soil health and the impact of cover crops, and a group visit to the 
Groundswell Regenerative Agriculture show in Hertfordshire.  
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If you are interested in hearing more about the group or would like to join, please contact Emily at 
emily@riverwaveneytrust.org or on 07788 419475. 

Soil & Water 

In partnership with Norfolk Rivers Trust, the RWT is offering free 
and confidential soil and water management advice, with the 
possibility to financially support bespoke water interventions (e.g. 
silt traps, leaky dams, livestock fencing/crossings, hedge planting). 
Please contact Emily at emily@riverwaveneytrust.org or on 07788 
419475 to discuss the projects in more detail or to book a visit. 
 

 

Funding for tree planting and small-scale river restoration 

 

In partnership with the Environment Agency, the River Waveney Trust have secured funding through the Water 
Environment Improvement Fund (WEIF) for bankside tree planting and small-scale river restoration work to improve 
the biodiversity of the River Waveney. 

We have found that planting native tree species along the river can significantly improve water quality through 
stabilising the riverbank and reducing sedimentation.  Trees also provide much needed shade which helps to keep the 
rivers cool in summer and improve the habitat for fish and other wildlife. Shading also helps to control the growth of 
excessive vegetation in the river which can block the channel and cause siltation.  

Small-scale river restoration aims to increase river habitat diversity using felled trees to build flow deflectors and 
brushwood mattresses.  These create new habitats and areas of both slow and fast flowing water; this faster flowing 
water can clean silt from gravels for aquatic insects and spawning fish and improve the oxygen levels in the water.  

If you are interested and farm next to the River Waveney or a tributary, then we would like to hear from you and, if 
appropriate, come up with proposals for your approval.  The funding will cover the material cost and labour for any 
scheme agreed.  The timescales are tight and tree planting or any works will need to be completed by March 2022.  

 

 

 

Wheatley Watersource is an innovative software solution to help local environments trade and share water 
sustainably. It is free to use by all those interested in sharing and trading water, both from abstraction and from storage 
reservoirs. Developed by Wheatley Solutions this software is a potential solution to a challenge that the water industry 
faces on a national scale. 
 
Wheatley Watersource allows the communication necessary to broker and track the trade or sharing of water between 
water abstraction licence holders and others interested in an alternative source of water e.g. golf courses. Users can 
advertise the need for water or the availability of surplus water, using a map to show geographic proximity and provide 
automated alerts to other users of new activity relevant to them. Working with the Environment Agency a set of rules 
have been approved to provide an immediate assessment of a trade opportunity. To help identify if sharing can take 
place without the need for a variation in abstraction licence or referral to the Environment Agency, a concept has been 
developed referred to as a ‘fast trade’. For this pilot project the Environment Agency have also agreed to accept pre -
applications for variations in licence through the platform, Wheatley Watersource collects the information required 
by the Environment Agency and sends it to the Permitting Office. Information on individual trade / sharing events is 
kept confidential and only accessible by the donor and recipient.  

mailto:emily@riverwaveneytrust.org
mailto:emily@riverwaveneytrust.org


Non-licenced water users (e.g. golf courses, garden centres etc) interested in 
exploring alternative, more environmentally friendly, low-cost sources for 
water are also encouraged to register free of charge, as registered users will 
receive automatic notifications of any water needs or offers in their area. 

This pilot project was launched in December 2020, initially in part of the East 
Suffolk catchment area with the aim to prove that a water sharing and trading 
platform can work before becoming a commercial product. In March 2021, this 
pilot project was expanded to cover most of East Anglia. 

 
Water abstraction licence holders in the expanded pilot area can register on 
this free to use platform: https://www.wheatleywatersource.co.uk 
Wheatley Watersource has received support from the Environment Agency, 
Defra, Essex & Suffolk Water, Anglian Water, Water Resources East, regional 
groups, abstractors and wildlife organisations.  
 

Purple = Pilot area   Blue = Expanded pilot area 

The Wheatley Watersource platform also provides access to Anglian Water, Essex & Suffolk Water, Northumbrian 
Water and Yorkshire Water regulatory 'Market Information,' showing each water company's Water Resource Zones 
(WRZ), the 25 year forecast for supply versus demand forecast. This gives third parties the opportunity to direct an 
enquiry or offer of assistance to the relevant water company (including offering to trade water or water rights).  
 
More information can be found on the Wheatley website: https://www.wheatleysolutions.co.uk/products/wheatley-
watersource/ 

 

    

Waterlife Recovery East Mink Control  

Suffolk Wildlife Trust, as partners of Waterlife Recovery East, has received funding to supply new smart mink rafts to 
land managers across Suffolk. The North American Mink is a non-native invasive species that threaten populations of 
native wildlife, such as the water vole, through predation. Together with our partners in neighbouring countries, The 
Norfolk Rivers Trust and The Cambridgeshire Countryside Restoration Trust, we are working towards regional 
eradication of Mink.  

We are looking for volunteers who are willing to 
monitor a mink raft on their land. The smart 
mink rafts have a tunnel on top, with a cage trap 
inside. The cage trap is fitted with a smart 
electronic device that sends a text and/or email 
when the trap door closes, which means the trap 
only needs to be checked when a text is received, 
rather than every day, saving time and improving 
animal welfare. The smart rafts are free of 
charge, we just ask that you send us information 
about what is caught to inform the regional 
eradication project.  

For more information about the project, please 
visit https://waterliferecoveryeast.org.uk/ and if 
you are interested in taking on a mink raft, 

please contact Alice Wickman via email at alice.wickman@suffolkwildlifetrust.org or phone 07826 897009. 
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AHDB Strategic Farm East Cover crop and water quality trial update 

Following on from previous newsletter articles about the cover crop trial being undertaken at the Strategic Farm East, 
hosted by Brian Barker at Lodge Farm, Westhorpe, Nathan Morris, NIAB and team, on behalf of AHDB, are continuing 
the work to monitor the rotational effect of cover crop inclusion on nutrient leaching, soil structure and health, 
nutrient uptake and release and yield. The previous crop was drilled to spring barley (undersown with herbage grass) 
on 28th March 2020 and harvested on 10th August 2021. 

Table 1: Treatment details 

Treatment 
name Plough + Cover Crop Plough 

1-pass system + Cover 
Crop 

Stubble 

Field name: Appletree Appletree Blacksmiths Blacksmiths 

Field size 

(hectares): 

10.06 10.06 7.32 7.32 

Soil type: Sandy loam (78%) 

sand, 20% silt, 12% 

clay) 

Sandy loam (78%) 

sand, 20% silt, 12% 

clay) 

Sandy loam (70%) 

sand, 20% silt, 12% 

clay) 

Sandy loam (70%) 

sand, 20% silt, 12% 

clay) 

Previous crop Spring Barley Spring Barley Spring Barley Spring Barley 

Harvest 2021 
crop: 

Herbage Grass Herbage Grass Herbage Grass Herbage Grass 

 

Two fields, Appletree and Blacksmiths will continue to be monitored based on the treatments set out in Table 1, 
looking at the differences between a ploughed and one pass system along with including a cover crop. This year the 
trial is in herbage grass; and follows on from the previous cropping where cover crops had been included. The 
assessments taken, which included biomass, soil assessments and nutrient content of the drainage water from each 
of the four trial sections, has shown that: 

• Following the establishment of the herbage grass, soil nitrogen supply (soil mineral nitrogen (SMN) and above 
ground biomass nitrogen content – assessed in November 2020)) indicated that the forage grass had captured 
between 15-45 kg N/ha in addition to the SMN which resulted in between 33 and 76 kg N/ha (Figure 1). There 
appeared to be poorer establishment of the herbage grass in the cover crop one-pass system, autumn biomass 
was 0.44 t/ha compared to 1.1 to 1.7 t/ha in the other treatments. The lower than average, above ground biomass 
N content in the cover crop 1-pass system and higher SMN has likely increased the risk to N leaching to water.  

 

 

Figure 1: Soil mineral nitrogen (0-90 cm) and above ground biomass nitrogen uptake measured in autumn 2020.  

• This is supported by the higher nitrate (NO3) concentrations in drainage water (Figure 2) from the cover crop one 
pass system. The high winter rainfall (276 mm Oct-Mar) is also likely to have exacerbated the risk of SMN being 
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leached into the water. Further investigation will be needed, to understand why the cover crop one-pass system 
resulted in much greater nitrate concentrations than the other treatments.  

 

 

Figure 2: Drainage water nitrate concentrations from October 2020 through January 2021.  

• By spring, soil nitrogen supply (SMN and above ground biomass nitrogen content – assessed in April 2021) 
indicated that the forage grass had captured between 53-62 kg N/ha in addition to the SMN which resulted in 30 
to 56 kg N/ha (Figure 3). Crop biomass was also much more similar between treatments with around 1.5 t/ha in 
all treatments apart from the cover crop single-pass system which resulted in 1.3 t/ha biomass. In both treatments, 
with the previous inclusion of cover crops, had increased SMN by around 20 kg/ha resulting in total nitrogen 
content of an average of 113 kg N/ha compared to an average of 86 kg N/ha in the non-cover cropped treatments. 

 

 

Figure 3: Soil mineral nitrogen (0-90 cm) and above ground biomass nitrogen uptake measured in spring 2021. 

Future work 

On-going assessments and analysis will follow the potential impact of the cover crop on the herbage grass yields and 
soil properties – to be reported on next time!  
 
For more information and details about the trial and other activities at the Strategic Farm East, please visit: 
https://ahdb.org.uk/farm-excellence/strategic_cereal_farm_east. 
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 Stewardship Round-Up 

There is continued interest in Stewardship Schemes this year.   The positive messages around not being disadvantaged 
ahead of the new ELMs scheme if you enter a scheme now, continue to ensure interest remains strong. DEFRA will 
continue to offer Countryside Stewardship agreements in 2021, 2022 and 2023.   It is still the case that ‘if you are 
successful in securing a place in ELM, then you can terminate your Countryside Stewardship agreement early, 
without penalty, at the end of an agreement year so you can join the ELM scheme ’. 

The 2021 round of Countryside Stewardship is now open for applications.   Please give us a call to discuss which option 
is best for your farm.  

Mid Tier  

The Mid Tier is a 5 year scheme which includes a range of options and capital items to protect and enhance wildlife, 
water quality and the historic environment. The last day to request an application pack for Mid Tier is 28th May (paper) 
and 30th June (online) The deadline for applications is 30th July. Applications are competitive (although competition 
has been low in the last few years, it is gradually getting higher) and scored against each other, so it  is important to 
check what your local priorities are before submitting your application. There are a few specific options now included 
in the Mid Tier which are usually used in Higher Tier. These can be applied for in appropriate places with the 
endorsement of a local Natural England Adviser, which again we can help you obtain.  

Wildlife Offers  

There are non-competitive offers available, based on the Mid-Tier, that specifically target options to improve wildlife 
on farms. The offers are designed to provide year-round habitat and food sources to help pollinators and farmland 
birds to thrive. There are four offers available:  

• The Arable Offer  

• The Lowland Grazing Offer  

• The  ixed farming Offer  

• The Upland Offer  

 
The application process for the Wildlife Offers is simpler than Mid Tier.   A specific selection of options are available in 
each type to take up and no capital items are available. The application window is the same as the Mid Tier, but you 
can apply for the offer online through the RPA website. We can of course help you with this process.  

New Capital Grants scheme  

The previous Hedgerows and Boundaries Grant has been replaced with an expanded set of capital items and increased 
agreement value.  This is called the Capital Grants scheme.  This scheme has now closed for 2021, but there is an 
expectation that the scheme will open again in the future with a flexible application start date arrangement. 

Norfolk FWAG Farm Walks 

1st July – Norfolk FWAG Farm Walk – Biodiversity Net Gain – discover the environmental benefits of collaborative 

working. Dillington, nr Dereham. 6.00pm start to include a picnic supper. Booking essential 

via advice@norfolkfwag.co.uk 

8th July – Norfolk FWAG Farm Walk – Wild Ken Hill – come and explore the work they are doing to develop farming 

and conservation side by side. Snettisham. 6.00pm start to include a picnic supper. Booking essential 

via advice@norfolkfwag.co.uk 
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Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) pilots 

 

Project overview 

The SFI is one of three new schemes, alongside the Local Nature Recovery and Landscape Recovery schemes, piloting 
of which will begin next year. The piloting and implementation of the three schemes will be funded by gradual 
reductions in Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) payments from 2021 to 2027.  

• The subsidies, a legacy of the EU Common Agricultural Policy, are paid largely according to how much land a farmer 
has, rather than how much public benefit they are producing. 

• The government is committed to redirecting this funding to increase sustainability in the farming sector.  
• Defra wants farm businesses, and other land managers including foresters, to become more productive while 

delivering additional benefits for the environment. 

• Committed to building the future schemes through a process of ‘co-design’. 
• The SFI will be open to all farmers, but initially it will only be open to BPS recipients. 

• The aim is to make it attractive and straightforward for everyone to take part, including the many farmers who 
are not currently in an agri-environment scheme. 

• The SFI scheme is part of the environmental land management national pilot financed under section 1 of the 
Agriculture Act 2020. 

• The standards will be ‘asset-based’, which means they will be based on specific features such as grassland, 
hedgerows, water bodies, or woodland. 

• Participants can choose which standards they want to do, and whether to apply them to all relevant land on their 
farm or only some of it. For example, the arable and horticultural land standard could be applied to all arable fields 
on a farm, or only some of them. 
 

Eight Standards 

1. Arable and horticultural land standard 
o Manage your arable and horticultural land to increase farmland biodiversity, including wild bird and 

pollinator populations. 
2. Arable and horticultural soils standard 

o Maintain and improve the condition and structure of your soil to promote clean water, and improve 
climate resilience, biodiversity and food production. 

3. Improved grassland standard 
4. Improved grassland soils standard 
5. Low and no input grassland standard 
6. Hedgerow standard 

o Manage your hedgerows to provide year-round food, shelter and breeding cover for birds and insects. 
7. On farm woodland standard 
8. Waterbody buffering standard 

o Establish and manage buffer and in-field grass strips to better protect water bodies, improve wildlife 
habitat, and slow the flow of surface water run-off. 

As the pilot progresses, more standards will be developed and introduced, increasing the number of asset types 
covered. All levels, including the introductory level, operate above regulatory requirements.  

Timeline 

• March 2021 -Defra will begin the process of getting several hundred farmers involved in the first phase of piloting 
the SFI. 

• 2022- Defra will start to roll out the scheme which will initially be available to BPS recipients. 
• Defra will extend and expand the scheme over time as we work with farmers to learn what works best in practice. 

• The SFI will allow farmers to take a fresh look at the land they farm, the natural assets that they have and decide 
what will work best for their own individual holding. 

• It will recognise the value of some of the natural assets that were dubbed ‘ineligible features’ by the  A . 
• Defra will focus on outcomes and improvement, rather than penalising shortcomings. 
 



Local Nature Recovery 

 

• This scheme will pay for actions that support local nature recovery and deliver local environmental priorities, 
making sure the right things are delivered in the right places.  

• The scheme will encourage collaboration between farmers, helping them work together to improve their local 
environment. 

• This scheme may be competitive. 
 

Landscape Recovery 

• This scheme will support the delivery of landscape and ecosystem recovery through long-term, land use change 
projects. 

• This scheme will be competitive. 
 

For more information contact: neil.punchard@broads-authority.gov.uk 

 

 

Diary dates and events 

Since the Covid-19 outbreak, all summer events, agricultural shows, meetings etc were cancelled in 2020. However, 
for 2021 things are gradually improving and depending on the progress with managing the pandemic, it is hoped that 
some events will start to be held after the lockdown finally ends (if all goes to plan) in late June.  
If and when they are, we will update our website with the details. www.riverwaveneycp.com   
 

Please note – it is becoming increasingly less likely that invitations to events, information sheets and newsletters 
will continue to be sent as hard copies in the future. It is very expensive and online notifications and booking will 
soon replace the traditional paper versions delivered in the mail.  This newsletter, and all previous ones, are 
available on the River Waveney Catchment Partnership website www.riverwaveneycp.com Please register your 
email address at the botttom of any of the pages on our website to make sure that you continue to get the 
newsletter and any other invitations and notifications about events sent electronically in the future.   
 

 

 
 

The Waveney Catchment Partnership comprises: 
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